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PREFACE

The sction related in this paper is faotuel in .gswhl
Adot&il having been substantiated by historiocal doouments as
11sted in the biblicgriphy. However, the errors meds end
the reaomendéﬁions which are set forth are entirely the
opinions of the writer. Although several mistakes are

_ drought out, the over-sll leadership in this opsration was
superior and the heroiem of the individual soldiér in many

inatances wag unexeeélled, - ‘ o




~ The 136th Infantry Regiment wes mmmea a8 a pa.‘rt -
of the 681'4 Inmntry Division on 1 Apru 1942 et Camp

Forest, wmesseo.. The regiment mae&ved ite tmimug in

the zone oﬁ‘ the memr-m Oamp Famat 'mmeaswe, Pty
Lewla, \Yaahington,, and. Camp Glipper, mmma whbra 1':

~ underwent desert treining., On 5th of July 3.9% the

regiment set sail for averuuq TUpon arr&val in the.

Hawailan Islands, the 136th m:mm mx« over the defense

mﬂ.asion of Maui and Molokei, In additim to «rrymg out

ttw mﬁmaim of defense, extensive training in jungle: -

mrﬂtm snd amphibious oporamona waa eﬁnduoted* rha

. regiment, fully ready to be teaﬂs,ad,‘ dapuxtm from the

Hawaiion Islends on 1 May 1944 and landed at Finschhaven,
New Guines, where our jungle end smphibious trsining was
completed. The Znd Battélion attached to the 128rd
Infantry Regiment at Sarmi and Maffin Bay, Dutoh N&;t
Guines, received ipproximately two months of aehu&l . jungle-

~combat experience.

~ The 136th Infantry was thm aene to Morotal, etmm
lands East Indies, where it gave an éxcellent aommn% of
itgelf in 27 «mﬁ of furious jungle combat, It then
ocontinued on end landed at Lingeyen Gulg, Lugon, Phillipine

_hlo‘



Tslands, on 11 Pebruary 1946, The rogiment imediately

| relieved gimnts of the 43rd Infaentyy Division which
had pushed north from Lingayeﬁ Gulf and had driven the -
'Jap,s ‘back to the range of foothills at the base of the
Caraballo mountains in northern Luzon. = Approximetely
60 days of the most Fugged mountain warfare ensued
with the regiment securing the.division right flenk
and pushing north through the mountains toward Baguio,
the summey Cepitol of the Phillipines.

. On 9th of April the regiment's sone was extended
to the east to inoclude the wvilley's of ti:'xa Agno - and
Ambayabeng Rivers. ‘We relieved elements of thﬁ 130th
Infantry who had just 6 days 'previaualy‘=raliwéc& élemanta
vatthe $2nd Infamfy Divisions This new responsibility
spread our regimental front over an slmost unbelisévsble
ares. It extended from the southern slopes of Mt, Santo
‘Pomas, aoress Kennon road esst to and inolusive of the
Ambaysbang River, & distence of 17 air miles. This new

area the regiment had been assigned was known as "TEBBO".




"It 4s of the actiom in this ares, end the dattle for

the dominating terrain known as "Skyline Ridge" that
I chall write in bringing out the combat lessons learned

and the necessity for alert and aggressive leadership.#

* See sketoh Bo;‘ 3




TEBBO
Front line yositio‘xzs in the Tebbo ares were locsted
at the términue of & deep sslient whioh had been thrust

forward up the Ambayebang River from Ste Nioelas to

Santa-Rosa; and then northwest to the high ground south

and southwest of Tebbo, overlooking the valley of the
Agno River. Three thousand yards iaeyond Lewican the
roed ended at a gap between the ridges, affording sn
excellent view of the Agno River Velley for a distance
of eight thousend yards, and obgervation of the slopes
leading down from the mountaine on either sides The
higher ridge line on the rig}xﬁ was known as Skyline
Ridge. The village or Barrio of Tebbo lay thirty.five
hundred yaerds beyond the ga§ on the west bank of the
Agno River. The Barrio was dominated by & smsll hill
ferrated with fox holes and caves, whioh because of its
shape and appearance was immediately ehz'iétenaa "Hand
Grenade Hill¥,

Information of the ememy in this sector wes
practicslly non-existant at the time of the relief by
136th Infantry, The ares had been quiet for some time

and units ocoupying the erea prior to the relief had
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‘ovidently been oontent to sit end held the very weak

 positions they oooupied. ' They hed not patrolled -
eggressively for information of the ememy, The unit
being relieved stated that there wes no ectivity and
thet the assignment would be e chance for rest end re-
" gupsration for the muoving_ units. This false ime
pression ggimd from poor information of the enemy proved
to be most unfortunate for thoss units affecting the me
© 1ief. Information guired later revealed thet there were
a€ least twelve hundred enemy combat troops in the sres.
The enemy troops known es the HIBI Force were broken
down as follows: _ | s "

. 16th Reconnaissence Regiment - 700

6th Tenk Company, 2nd Armored :
Division (X)ismaunted) « 76

Pate Force » elaments of 2nd Glider
Infantry Regiment and 112th -

ﬂshmg Battalion 150
mamenta of 7th Provisional Fﬁleﬁtd
v Replacenent Unit 100
Flements of L snd ¢ Garrison Unit 175
Total

The HIBT Force was commended by Lt. Colonel Hibi Satoshi,
canmander of the 16th Rooonnaissanoe Regiment. ‘rhq i6th

Reconnaiea ance Regimams wos originuuy (1 per'c of the 16th
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Division which was femous for tﬁe rape of BNenking. The
regiment was left on Luzon when the remainder of tk;e
Division went %o Leyte. This foree, although they did
not have any artillery, possessed a prepondersnce of
sutomatioc ieapoixé; 'Qhe'y- were aimed with heavy mechine
guns, light machine g'xma',' 8lso l1ight maohine guns which
had been sﬁrippeh from Jap fighter planes and rigged®
fire from ground mounts. They had a considersble number
of moréérs. both $0mm and light knee mortarse They had
one $7mn gun thet wes destroyed shortly after the relief,
The heavy committments of the 136th Infentry left
aveilable for the mission of takirng over the TEBBO area
the 2nd Battalion, which had boen relieved only two deys
praviously from 'ﬁary arduous fighting elong Kennon Road.
" The Battalion moved to Sen Menuel on 9 April 1945. Due
%0 the informwioé of the epemy and tha‘nle;masity for
maintaining & strong resorve which could bs moved to
counter possible enemy attacks along our extendsd front,
it was decided to effect the reliaf at TEBBO with one
reinforeed rifle compsny snd the 33rd Divisian Reconnalssence
troop, with the remainder of the 2nd Battalion in mobile

reserve ot Sen Manuel., The 694th Field Artill'éry' Battalion,
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& 106 truck drawn Battalion from Corps was supporting the

Tebbo operation from positions et Lawican. This 'B,a,ttalim
: rem#iné& end continued to support the relieﬂng units.

A% 0900 on 8 April, Co. P, 136th Infentry, witha
section of machine guns attached and a\ Forward Ob'aérve'r
Party from the 694th Fleld Artillery zat{auqn oocupied
the advenoed position on Skyline Ridge. The $3rd Re~
conuaissance Zx;o_op. less Headguarter ond Liaison seotions
took over the éoaitionsvon the high grm'md $o the left
of the gape The Japanese who ocoupied higher ground .srox.ue
800 %o 1000 yards to the front hsd watched the relief in
deteile They could he.we and pro’bably did coﬁnt'every mAn
as ilxa came up the narrow winding tmii,‘ Had the rellef
boen made at night the initial high prioe paid by oﬁr
troopas might have'bée‘n avoided, however, ss a hang;-over‘
from jungle operations our troops and commenders n{c»ved
st night onlyihen absolutely necessery. The Japenese

did not fail to recognize and immediactely ocepitalige on
| their most advantageous pesiﬁ;on. They immediately gpened
fire §n the F Company position with a‘steéciy tattoo of
machine gun fire, enemy mortar fire bag@ falling inthe

aress Company F was pinned down -on the position not able
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to leave their fox holes bafcn n&ght;

At midnight the memw machine gun and mortar fire 1:1..
oreased in zlntansity, shouts of Banzai wers heard; An
enemy counterattuck was coming fx'om the right rlenk.
compmy 4 f‘eught: in s most gallm’c fashion, 'l‘hey ‘Dbeat
off .a%qok aftor attack, The enemy ‘attack canﬁinueﬁ until
deylight when ertillery £ire end the fire of P Company
~ _t‘ox"aed the enemy to discontinue ﬁia #ssaulty The light of ‘
day grew brighter and Compeny F awoke to the realization
that they were Qurro\mded. The wire had been out to
Battalion and 15 minutes 1ater thev oampany's SCR 800 wert
desds The only communioation lei‘t was through the srtillery
SCR 284 of the forwerd observer party, Had another error |
béen made? To the reer of F Company spproximately $00 yerds
along Skyline Ridge was @ smell knoll elightly higher then
tho zargo round knoll ecmpany F hed ﬁoeupied and the Jtph
wore entrenchad on this oammanding grennd. Wi’ch the |
“apknese on oomand:.ng ground ’ooth ta the front and rear
‘of F Gampmy end with lang gmdu&l siopoe i’ully exponed

to enenmy eroesfire on the right and lef‘t of the compeny,
| their posmicm was very sericua. %’his seons to be anothar '

hang-»evar from jungle warégro. Althm:gh OQmpany F had
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taken over the position end dcouplied 4t es they had found
ﬁ:, they ﬁare .disposed in a compact 6omgany perimeter.

Hed they organié,e‘d the ground in & series of iﬁtuuly
supporting strong pos.nﬁa with the strongest on the high
_ground to their roar the m‘,ory might have been differen*hs

On the opposite side of the gap v:haro Brd ?}.a’coon of

the 88rd Division Rewnixaissance troop hﬁd 'ea‘bublished two
positions, the enemy had &lso been aotive during this
fateful night of § = 10 of April. Abeout 2100 one pogition
manned by only 8 men srmed with one iiight mohir;e gun, one
60mm mortar and oarbines heerd aseivity ix; the - ravine to
their nor‘ah. The men from the Reconnsissence trwp fire&
theii- morter snd dirested mechine gzun fire mto the t@vﬁm,
- but the Japs came ons Iwice they weri repﬂled; The -third
3&:1;9.3, was haard shortly after midnight, it aeemd to be |
td.mad 9er£eot1y with the sttecks under way gome btwo
thousand yards eway on the other side af the gap. %18
time thers was no stopping the f&n&tioa}’. r;nemy, 'thoy @ame
on and on until they had overrun the positian. 6no of
our men was kined, moth&r never faund and th& s&x Tem
maining, .11 munded, ‘managed to esocape 3.:; the darkness;

bhmy wmdwad fm mam b;y one up w three aaw later.
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The other position hald by the rmn.mizig twenty men frem
m. Pla‘baon $8rd Rawm&asmw cmpmy was some. 800 yards
to the northeast of the sbove ,poa:ttion. It wes nr. good
position but it was considerably lower then the position
the enemy had overrans They were alm herrassed during
' the night with mortars end p,wdmpm ah infiltration.
Baving a double spron fence around their position and
considerable fire power they were able to ward off the
Japanéses | _
Having commended the Rifle Company vhich several
deys later moaptuma these overrun poeatamxa ‘T was agein
in pasitim w carefully analysze whet had Mpyemod» Two
very importmt mm&oai principles seemed m huw ‘bean
violated. Admittadly, the number of troops was very small
which was holding this terrain, but even so the two
positions orgenized were not mubuslly supporﬂng;w-‘ The
- other érror in this situation was that the aaMmMug
torrain was held by only & token force sllowing the 3apu
to gain gontrol and tmwpby moking other terrein in the

aree praotioslly untenable,

# Por situstion at this time see sketeh No. 2.
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' éémpény’l? on the east, surrounded, pimed to their

.roxholes by enemy fire, and at:the: mroy of the blazing _
?hinips.ne sun were in dire need of. f'oed, water mé
sumunitions ' On the afﬁemoon of the. mth an air drop .
wae attemyhed. Unfortunately most of the supplies dropped
fell into the hands of the enemy. The men of Company ¥
asd mennage to recover a small amount of water, ~;mali arms
&ﬁd m'urt’ar cmunibién, I:ut no £00d nor hand grenedess
 The' enemy fires let up in %!.10 afternocon of the 10th
end Captain Suess, Gommending Officer of Compsuy F, had
an oppertﬁﬁ;ty to' reorganize his position slightly for
the coming night. Every man drended for derk to come
_ for they were hesitent to prediot what would happen thet
nighé. At sunsat a Japsnese machine gun opéned up wounding
several men. Until midnight overyone tenaely‘waiﬁed,
1istening snd staring intently into the derkness. At 0100
11 spriz the sttack begen, The small knoll on Skyline
‘Ridge whs brilliently illuminated by the reging fires of
both the enemy and Company Fe Captein Suess found it
necessary to shift some of his wesry and deoimated forces

in order to meet the main onslaught of the é&ttacking Japs.
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The wemv continued their Panatiocal attecks at intervals \\,
until dewn when they drew baock teking as msny of their ) \\\ |
dead and wm&é& .aa 'théy could cairyﬁ The one_my; he;d"‘ : \
‘suffered & merolless defent. The dead still ley lwaﬁﬂy . \
in piles elong the exxﬁigt length of ﬁhe peﬂmﬁem. ao@a on&‘_ ,
hundred snd £ifty Japenese had joined their snoestors,

Compeny P hed also taken their losses, Eleven gallent
men were dead and é'mmaado

" Barly on the morning of the 11th enother air drop
was offected and this time a goodly pertion of the food,
wator @d'mniuim waa recovered. While reorgenizing
end olearing the debris of bettle A lona enemy rifleshot '
résoundesd over the hill side. dmpham Suess wes dead.
Conpany F had lost the onlm reasguring leadership of their
company ocommander, |
The news of the Japanese oounterattuck on the night

of the Oth was relayed through the 694th Pield Artillery '

- Battalion to the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Battalion

at Sean Manmuel, After conferring with Colonel Cavenee,

Regimental Commander 136th Infantry Regiment, the

Battalion Commander mounted the remainder of his Battelion

on 2% ton trucks end begsn the tortuous move up the
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_ Ambaysbeng River. The road, or more aptly treil, leading

to Pebbo fordsd the Ambaysbang River eighteen times from
Sen Manuel to Sentd Rosa. The 2nd Battalion ocomposed of
Companies E, G and & portion of H eompany; airived at
Tebbo shortly after noon on the 10th. Gompeny E
Ammediately moved up on the west éida of the gap to
 reinforse the harrassed troops of the 3%rd Reeonnaissence
Troop. G Company moved up the right towerd isolated
Company Fs They managed to advance to within some fourteen
hundred yards of the surrounded companye. Since it wes
late in the afternoon, @ Compeny dug in for the night
from whore they were unsble to agsist the besieged
Company during the Jepanese attack previously desoribed
on the night of April 10 and 1ith, It 4s important that
we knéw that all units throughout the Tebbo aobion ware
operating at léss than fifty percent strength.

Early on the morning of 11 April Company G withell
fire support aveilable leunched sn attack to reopen the
supply line to Company F. Company G tried every avenue
of approsaoch, but were unable to breéak the eunemy strong

points surrounding Company ¥. With heavy ossualtles
Company G withdrew to the positions they had prepared

the night before.




| It became apiaarent to Eeth‘ the gégimnfbal Commandor

and Comnending Officer of the 2nd Battalion that it was
not poasi’ﬁi@, with tﬁa 'meager" forces available to ‘reopen
the supgly‘zine %o the besiégeci coinpany. Plens were
{muediately begun to effect & withdrawal of Compery F
undsr oover df dérkness., | Artillery fires were p&a:méd
£o pin down the enemy &nd cover the withdraia:{, As soon
as darkness had deseended Company F daatmybd all of their
hoeavy éguipment inoluding heavy mschine guns, mortars and
radios, They prepared their litter okses and noiselessly
began‘ their decent down the pereipitious ridge from which
they had fought so0 heroiocslly. This waes the night of
April 11th. Esving no commnicaticn they were not heard
from agein that nights Early the next morning an
Obgervation Post spotted them, still & considerable distance
from poaiﬁiﬁn& in the gap, bubt trudging on with their litter
ctges over almost impossible ﬁarmf_.m The day extended
into the sfternoon, darkness would again be upon us shortly,
still Compeny ?nﬁad not gggqhéd cuf liness & gtrong ia’atrol
ﬁth sevér‘ai Phillipin& cﬁx'iiérs 'wqé' organized and saé.ﬁ
out o a&empt to meet snd eesist theﬁ; Some one t;}ouéan&

yards from thé gep the pabbol met the weery Company,

s Y
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The carriers immediately took oy@r the iiteér sases end
some 30 minutes later the exhausted, footsore and bettle
wuary.men were again within friendly lines, This 6ompany
whioh had'under tremendous diffiounlty given suoh an
excollont acoount of itaélf was immediately embtrucked and
returned to Sen Manusl for rest and refitting,

Colonel Ray B, Cavensee, Reglmentsl Commander, reslirzed
on 1lth of April thet in order o &astvcy the enemy in
the Tebbo seotor it would be necessary for him to concentrate
mare of his foroes now charged with the defense of such
an oxtended front, By & regrouping of his forces it wes
poggidble to extriocate the lst Batialion then committed
along and to the east of Kennon Roeds The lst Battelien
was motorized and headed for the Tebbe sree on the after-
noon of the 1lthe Certain logisticel faotors also had
to be improved before a concerted effort could be launched
to annihilete the enemys Company C, 108th Medical
Battalion, set up & provisionsl sle&?;gg stetion et Sepinit,
To speed up:the hitherto serious doli& in the ovaéuatian
of easualities an air strip was'éonstructed edjacent to
the olearing station, This eir strip also greatly
feoilitated the operstion of the 694th Field Artillery
Battalion's observetion planess Seourity for the
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inetalletions was provided by guerilla foroces who

patrol;ad‘to the right snd left of the roads

 The Qouﬁtér#tﬁégk egoinst our light forces wes one
of the most forecstul lsunched by the Japanese in Northern
Lugon, - However, 1e‘was gpparentiy;noﬁ plamned as a part
of & larger aoerdin&ted'actian, Sometime later o priéoner
of war confirmed this opinions He revealed ﬁbkt the
‘Japanese had bﬁea'grdarea to defend the Tebbo ares to the
last man and if the opportunity presented itself to
attacks With the withdrawal of Company F from Skyline
Ridge the Japs hed immediatoly begun the orgenizetion
of the entirs riége, exiénding their pbsitién along the
ridge some eight hundred to a thoussnd ysnh, Although
their lossee-had-ﬁeen hoavy it was considered a posaibility
that their successes ih regaining ground might_;naita then
to attempt even gtronger attacks sgainst our pasttiéns,
Friendly sir observation end tactioal air support oould
prevent the enemy from reinfdreing his positions during
the day. Howovey, he could send in reiuforcemen&s by

nighte
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The 1st Battalion 136%th ,Ini"antry arrived in the
Tobbo area after dark on the 1lth, © empéw imnediately
puehed ﬁp on the right end dug in al@ng,aider émpanye‘@
- Gompany A moved to the same sector digeging Iin on a smell
hill gome 400 yarde to the rear of Compenies G end (.
Conpsny B moved up the ridge to the left end reinforced
Company B, which had besn cout:inutlly harrassed by lag
range fire since their acouﬁation of the position. On
10th of April Battery B of 210th Fleld Artillery Battalion

noved 4o Lawloan to reinfores the fires of the 694th Fleld

Artillery Battaslion whioh had been minus one battery.

The 13th and Mth. of April was spent in petrolling
and in butlding up supplies of amawmition and retions,
Late in the afterncon of the 14th the Company Commander
of Company A wes oalled to the lst Battalion commend post.
The Béwalior; oommender steted that in the plen to regsin
the loat groumd, it wes first necessary to secure the Iéﬂ:
flank by regaining the position lﬁsi by the reconnaissence
troops Company A was to move baok down into the gap,
roturn to Lawloan and from thére make & night attack eover
some three thozﬁgnd yards in order to gain & small knoll

over-looking the Japanoée positions Prom this position




4 Company was to launch an sttsck against the Jepenese

atrong p@i#ﬁ in oonjunctien with Compeny B \iﬂ;ioh wes to
.atta‘ok from ‘tha no?t_heaat.

Due to the lack of deylight remeining sand the
poasibility of sny reoonnaisssance perty dbeing sesn by
the Japenese, a reconneissance of the route wes nob
possibles The Jompany Commender of Company A lmmediately
‘notified his executive officer to move the eompeny to
Lewioans The Company Commender went shead to méke whate
evor reconnaissance wes possible ~ a1l he could do was
set his oompass on the ¢bjective, It w&s arrenged for
the artillery to fire one WP round each balf hour
throughout the night to sssist in mainteining direotions

As soon as it was derk encugh to prevent observation
by the enemy thé ocompany, heavily laden with both smmll
arms end morter aemmmition, dbagen the ascént, To meke
the advance more difficult the compeny strung three
tolephone lines as it went; one for the artillery Field
Observer, one for the Compeny Commenders net epd one for
the mortar observer from the 8lmm Morter Blatoon of the

heavy weapons compsny. Twice the column lest contact.
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It was neoessary to helt the oompany, return to the reer,
find the lost men end lead them forward, ?ﬁors was no
moon, thére was no treil, just a series of steep rugged
hills, each one becoming inoressingly higher., At times
it was neoessery %o orewl to keep from falling off the
nill side, :

At 0200 on the morning of the 15th the company
arrived at a point just below the orest of the hill whioh
| o;verlcnkod the Japanese positions The company helted,
lest minute ohecks were made for the attscke Ae¢ soon as
&aylight began to break the company moved to the crest
of the hill, Two Japs evidently mcting ss sentries were
surprised end killed, we had sooomplished our mission so
fars With good daylight the attack jumped off following
& heavy preparation of artillery and mortar fire
Approximately half wey up the hill B Company began to
raceive wéthering sutomatic fire, ~ They were unsble to
Advance any further, A Company, which was on the hill,
oontinued the attaok but wae unsbleto oross the last
ridge. Japs on the reverse slope lay down a blanket of
fire covering tho orest of the hill. The oompeny pulled
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baok .a' i‘ew"yafds end kdug in some one hundred end é’iftiy
yards £rom the enemy position.. That night and the next
ad&& ar’cilia'ry; machine gun and nortay i‘iiaa wei*o dix’eai-.ed
oxi the enemy poaiéion; | Sman. pu‘érois }aearchod out avemues
: of approach 15;; ‘the pasiﬁion; WA group reached tha top of
A?ﬁn&li anII whioh rose abruptly soms 150 feet above the
other t;rrain; That afternoon & seotion of light maochine
gnxu, wers moved to the top of the peik; by dark they ﬂﬁ
in positions from which they oould deliver plunging fire
into %hsvanmy fox holae; On the morning of 17th of Apzﬁl;
Conpany A stormed the aﬁew position uﬁdor oover of the
machine gun £1 re; The hill wag teken without a casunltyel
"The previous attack on the 15th had cost Company A two men
killed and five wounded, A .obu.;n% of enemy dead on this
position totaled eighty seven, but 126 fox holes whiok

the Japs had dug indicated %ha‘pnsihimx had been held

h_ryl at lcéét »i COMPHDY o Hvﬁere‘ms new 'anow m} identifie
oa%iona were made, snd rifies were found of the type

used by enemy eir born troopss One light machine gum,

one mf'xmrtar, one sub maohine gun; several carbines
anﬁ one EE 8 A telephone, which the rﬁeonna;iasance broop

lost to the enemy were regained.

“ 20 -



The west side of the gap was tnoe agaln olear of

Japanese. The next day Gompeny A sssumod responsidility

Yoy the e&xﬁire wast geotor » campaniés E eand B moved over

to sssist Compantes @ and C on the right end to the font

" poutes frequéntsd by the enemy. Daily observation was

. _ ‘
‘ ~ |
toward the villagoe of Tebbo, Patrols from lst Battelion
combed out the wooded drews snd set up ambushes slong :
mainteined over the Agno River Valley to deteot enemy |
attempts to reassemble for a oounteratteck, To the right .
of the \gapv ‘troops under oontrol of the Znd xatmnon 0 On= | : ‘
dusted vigorous combat patrols of platoon size, harrassing

snd inflioting tumerous dasualties on the enemy on |

Skylice Ridges - .

From observaticn post near the gep, emémy troops

were observed moving in the Agno River Valley and up the »~

northwest slopes of Skyline Ridge in areas that sould not
be oo»vefed by our hiéh angle artilléry fires at Lawiosn. |

In cempilance with a request fram the Regimentsl Commander,

two 106mm howitzers weré brought up to the gep on 18th of
f; Aprii s o place low engle fires on these targetse This
‘ prava;i tg. b6 an excsllent wmove for meny targets of -

opportunity were effectively teken under fire. Initially
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the guns were moved back to Lawiosn esch nizht, but 08

the position bécma nore securs, 2n ontire battery was )
displaced forward permanently to take sdvantuge of thess |
espooially reflufferative targets. : _ \
| The enemy aeéma& to have lost his aggrossiveness.

The furtive night attacks had even a?oppad off considerably

in number eud sizes On Apr‘ix 20th the £nd Battalion (),

badly needing rest and resuperation, was moved bmk to San

Manuel and revorted to I Corps reserves Company B, Znd

" Battalion anti-tenk platoon, end one gection of heavy

miobine guns wers attached %o the lgt Bﬁ‘ﬁtﬁii%g whiéh
now ussﬁmd full cemtrol of the Tadbo area.

The ist Battalion continued aggreasive patrolling
throughout the area, sending out both combat snd ree
conneisssnoe patrols. ZThis type activity continued for
the next week. During this paériod Company A who had
taken the brunt of the fighting en the west flank was
moved to the east flank end Company ¢ moved to the west
flank, At this time dispesifiéna wore &5 followsy.
Company ¢ on left, Companies E end 4 up against the enemy
positions on the right on Skyline Ridge and Compeny B
deployed in depth to-the rear of A dnd E Compenioes
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D Company wag mplayaa with one hamw mehm gun platzobn
on each aida or tha sap mm the 8lms mﬁar pxawm in
the gep in rear of Butm&lm madmwmrm
On tha 28bh of Apr&i it vms moma to feel out the _

enemy Mlm' up the Agm mvcm* V&nuy in the vioinity of
Tobbo and Hand Gremsde Eill, The lst mmm sssault
gvoup wes, ohomm for !abtt m&.as&on, md whm they hm .
maah«d the 'baae of Band armm Bill the enemy opened
up wm; machine guns md mormrs. ‘The patrol was caught
empmaod &n the river badu Awtum wag lefd down and
%e pawo:l withdrew m erm At nightfall the patrol
ra!xmoa m tshe bau. Ano‘cher a%e‘mpt wes made %o penelrate
the Agm River Wuey on 20%h of April with no mwors suocess
than the pr&vﬁ.wa merolq Again on lst of May Company B
B raintamad ms givm tm mtsaion of. dmtmy&ug this powerw
‘fulc outzpost #nd of amw:!.ng ‘xebbm , mmy wére no mw«
nuacaa‘aml ﬁ:tmn the othaz' \m.ttn wm.oh hed tried, wha
enemy wag atnl wmu uptm Mnhk&ng our advance up the
Agnu R:Wern L .

| Iﬁ' ﬁne enemr grip on m ‘i‘ebba ares was to be broken
it wﬂs nooeauary to remia skyluo Ridges Compenies A
md G were dug iu on thv :’mt }.ixms some 1000 ysrds frem
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the enemy who was 'dus' in geourely on the reverse slopes
a1l along Skyline Ridge, Compeny G had relfeved Gompsny

| E on 28th of Aprils To them fell. the 1ot Of mssaulting
| the ’ri&g&»' The compeany -commander of qumtm Aand G

" went up in Fleld Artillery Lission planes and cerefully
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dtudied the enéumy pcsiﬁéna from the air, With &néom,&tim
' g&ﬁ@éd from tMa ‘source, & plan was made. A Ocmpany was
to attack on the right and & Company on the left, One
platoon from A Company was to drive straight up the alde
of the ridge maintaining éwsmw on the epnemy and if
possible driving & penotration acréss the ridge in order
to split the ememy positions. The other two platoons
wers to make m envelopment to the south and _gm.w northe
ward elong the enemy's left flank. (Actuslly all platoons
wérs nesrer ‘u;‘guad gtpength than p&aﬁéon; nost of them
being from 12 to m' nen) ¢ ﬁompmjr.e attacking on the ‘MN‘
of Company A wus to penetrate the ridge line thén drive
north toward the position veosted eeriier by Qompany R
| At 0400 on 3 May Compsnies A §M G began to move
out moross the barren slopes 105&&1:@ %o Skyline Ridges

At 0600 i:hoy were in position just & stoues throw from
the strong poe}tions on. the reverse slope, The artillery
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snd mortar praparetions wers 1ifted snd the #aseult wes

1sunchod. The fighting was furfous but of necessity s low.

- Gompany A kept driving in on the enemy's south flexk, but

1t was néoessary £#bm them to reduce one strong point end
then enother, This required the extensive ugé of grensdes,

satohel oharges and flame throwers, By 1700 Compeny A had

cleared the enemy from some 600 yerds of ridge line.

Company G was not as guccegsful and it beceme evident that
they would mot be sble to resch their o’dﬁmﬁve before

night, Gompny ¢ wes withdrawn and Company & bogen oonw

solidating end orgenising the ground they pad teken for

the mgm. A carrying perty of Filipinos weré started

toward A Compeny with much needed gronedes, wortar
ammunition, wster smd ratione. ‘JIha"parw arrived at

A Cmng;my’a position et dusk emd while they were depesiting
the supvlies in a small revine the Japs opened up with

p deadly concentration of 'h@eﬁvﬁr morter fire, ceusings
conslderable numbar of cesuslties emong the Filipinos

and soveral among the men of Compeny A who hed not finished
digging in, The Japs leunched three Benzel attacks that |

night on the exheusted troops of Cempany A, whe by fighting

courageauély, and by bringing down high =ngle artillery
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firo:tn5ui5h£n tﬁaﬁbyuf&vé yards of thed r fox hoies,tnid
the enemy off. A Compeny was able to hold the ground
"they had. gaimd:théﬁ dey, however had & Company been moved
over and assdstod in nrgansl.zziug the ‘groxmd, instead of
_pulling baok, down the ridge when they were uxmbx‘a to take -
their objeoctive, snother very #nnéoaaary risk would not
have been tsken, The next morning éxcellent machine gun
positions were fbund'fram;whioh they sould cover A

| compang?s'troops in their sdvance up the remaining position
_of Skyline Ridges Oompany G joined in with Gompany A to
. complete the mopping ups By 1630 the fighting hed ceesed,
Compsny A had lost 2 men killed snd fifteéen wounded.

$ixty-nine dead Jeps wers counted onr the position.

Egaipmmnt-§aptured included six light maohine guns, me
heavy mashine sun, one 90mm morber, and numersus light
knes morterss Units of the 136th Infantry Regiment were
once again ocoupying positions from which they had felt

80 gecurs some twonty<soven days before, More complete

end tigourate information of the enemy oould have saved

many veluable days in the campaign against the J&pahéie

in northern Lusone




!va.te on the aﬂ:emobn of the 4th of ﬂay Cdmmiea A
and B were relisvad m positien by 6ompani¢s E anﬁ Fe By'
noon i:ha next day aill of tha lst Battauon exeépb eamgamy
(; vcerc raiiaved and returnaﬁ ta $an Mamzel whare théy revartpd
to I Qorpé eeerw; | B |
PR roop ' 15;3 tons on the Tebbo aros were now as
tollm: Oompany 6 on ehe Ief‘t, compan&os Y mé 1? '
oe:mpied the nawly won pas&tiona on 8ky1ma nge and
ﬁompmy E was in reserva on high gmm& some 800 yarda
nortshaaat of the gap.

R’hﬁ aituabion wes moving npid};y in northom Luzom
Bagnia had fal’i en to ather trcops of the di.viaion :nd our
forses on Kezumn md had meds a 3uns'¢iﬁn with elements
af the 123rd In?ani:ry which ha& movaé south from Eaguiéa
‘Phe 3rd ﬁaﬁtalian, 130th Inmwy, had begun to mow southe
east £rom Bagum toward ‘rebbou At 1400 on May 5, Srd
Battalion 130th Inmntry wag maaa& under aperaticnai ‘cone
trol of the 136th Ini’&n%ryg

Aggr&ssim patrolling was conducted from 5th £61 It!a
of Kaye 'zebbc, Band Grenado !ﬁn and the entire Agna Riv;r
Valley hud been olearsd, but remnants of tha eneny foroces

still remuined on the extremely high ridge some one thousand
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yarde norﬁﬁéaétAef ék&i&ﬁe ﬁiﬁge‘ The rainy ééaéon wes
ﬁpproachiug erid in & fe&‘éays ths;fofds,‘upon which our N
supply line depeadeé; ocould no langar ba'usad; Tt was |
imperative that a'oooréinaﬁad‘&tﬁaak b& 1au§ohéd immediaﬁﬁxf
to dasﬁroﬁ the ane“rumuiniﬁg enemy atrong point remaining

in the #réa; The third ﬁattalian‘136th Infentry had b een
mntaéized in Beguio end transporied mn airline distence

of 12 or 14 miles, but due to ths laok of roads it was
ﬁgaessgry that they mowe by truck a dlstance of 120.mi198

1# order to resch the Tebbo area,. -

The attaock was launched on thé 12th of May, 1946
with 2nd and 3rd Battalions, '1361*;}1 Infentry, with Company
¢ attoohed in the msault and the Srd Battalion 180tk
Infantry, io regimental reserve. - All day the fighting |
eonﬁinuea§ sévergl éimss units were able to reach their
ébjaativea but weré not adle to covsc‘ﬁidaﬁe their gains
bocause of the intense morter and mashine gun fires
cémpeny ¢ exeoouted & diveréiemary sttack on the extreme
east flank, The company suffored séﬁera e#sualtias but
14 had mocomplished its objeotive for tha remaining unite

ware able to oonuolidate théir geine - Units of the 2nd

- 28 -,



‘and 3rd Battalion dug in for the night and at 0230 the
morning of the 13th of May the Japs lsunched their last
Bansad attack in the Tebbo gector. The next morning unibs
'campleted mopping zzp ‘bha positiona. ?ize Jepenese had been
ocompletely def‘e&ted in this ares. Aknm total of one
hundred and ssvontyaﬁ.ve Japmese wore kined in ths law
ktfzaok:. Units vhich had been in yrectﬁcaily econtinous
olose mntaet with the enemy since February 14 cemld now
enjoy a fesw deys of well ecrned rest. The toal enm
dead in the Tebbo aresa was. seven hunared and saventyafivo. '

'mw prisoners of war were token,



Many lessons osn be learned from a study of the

"Battle for skyiﬁae Ridge™, The lessons learned do not
apply only %o the Infantfy; they are of utmost importance
to each and évary'atm<ot the ground fﬁrées; The tactioal
prinoiples emphasized are not new, forjthay have been
taught by our &xmbdi£0rcaa fér years; however, they must
be atressed over and over sgaine. The following are
lessons which are brought out very foroefully in this
operations
1. Commanders of sll gredes wmust continuelly
seek out, by all ma#ns evaileble, Information

of thewenémyg A& commender nust not depend

on hlgher hetdquarters for the information
necesséry for the scoomplishment of his
mission,

2+ Relief of troops on the frout lins must be
nade gt night in every insbence posgidle,

3+ Leaders must be able to recognize the npsd”

of chonging one's teotias ang diaposit£§na
vhen operations move from one type of terrain
to ancﬁher. (Such es from.j#ngle érees to

open terrain),

y
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When organising for the defense front line
mits must eatabli.ah mubtually supporting
positions,

Ground foroe taotios depend on the terrain.
When orgenising e position for defense the
éomznﬁting,tarruin muat.hc orgenized to be
held b‘bﬂl coste |

Sawrﬁi patrols end éven units of ocompany
aiéa becéma' pinned down oconsionally by one
or two automatia weapons and a i‘ew,\rzflex‘nena
This is beoause of 8 lack of leadershipe A
few men, & squad, or platoon can alweys be
maneuvered and must be done immedlately upon
being fired upoﬁ by the enemyes o

Comdbat leadership wins battless From the

orew, team or saqusd lésder right up the ohain

of commend, leadership mmst be forever alert,
they must be informed and they must exert
their influence on the problem at hand in

every menner possible.

By
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